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       LEICESTER CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

           BULLETIN 
                    

                                                                                                                                March / April 2011 
                            Founded 1877                                                

 

Our President 
 

Mr. Alan Mouncer 
 

Is holding his 
 

PRESIDENTS EVENING 
 

& 
 

HAGGIS SUPPER 
 

AT 
 

St. Peter’s Church Hall 
Glenfield, Leicester. 

 

On 
 

Saturday 5th March 7.00/7.30pm till 11.00pm 
 

Entertainment 
 

Music & Dancing to “Peter Scatterty” 
The Leicester Caledonian Pipe Band. Demonstration by 

RSCDS/Caledonian Dancers 
Ceilidh Dancing 

 

Raffle & Quiz 
There will be no Bar facilities so please bring your own drinks. 

Vegetarian option available for the Haggis 
 

Booking early is recommended as this is usually a sell out. 
 

Tickets at £12.50 are available from 
Mr. Alan Mouncer (2713717) email alanmouncer@hotmail.co.uk 

& Mrs M. Spence (2392802) 
 

Or any council member 
 

Closing date 11th February 2011. 
 

 

President 
Mr. A. Mouncer 
19, Pennine Close, 

Oadby, 
Leicester. LE2 4NG 
Tel. 0116 2713717 

 

Chairman 
      Mr A.D. Kay, 

21, Roman Road, 
Birstall, 

Leicester.  LE4 4BB. 
Tel. 0116 2674707 

 

Membership Secretary 
     Dr. E.H.Mackay 

68, Leicester Road, 
Markfield, 

Leicester. LE67 9RE. 
    Tel. 01530 243770 

 

Hon. Treasurer 
Mr, D. Walkinshaw 

26, Abbots Road South, 
Old Humberstone 
Leicester. LE5 1DB 
Tel. 0116 2766879 

 

Hon. Secretary 
   Mrs M. Spence, 

154, Hinckley Road, 
Leicester Forest East,  
Leicester. LE3 3JT 
Tel. 0116 2392802 

 

Dancing Co-ordinator 
Mrs. D. Buchanan, 

9, Alcester Drive, 
Leicester. LE5 6LB 
Tel. 0116 2415857 

 

Bulletin Editor 
Mrs P. M. Moyce 

16, Laburnum Road, 
Old Humberstone 
Leicester. LE5 1FP 
Tel .0116 2123312 

 

Council Members 
        Mr. A. Hassell (0116) 2912239 

Mrs. V. Mackay (01530) 243770 

Mrs. M. Thorpe   (0116) 2674707 

Miss E. Donaldson.  (0116) 2312363 

Mr. C. Wilkinson (0116) 2419679 

Mrs. M. Yates   (0116) 2730328 
 

Honorary Piper 
 

Mr. B. Yates 
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My Earliest Memories 

 

By Glyn Hatfield 

 

Back in 1954, when I was just 3 years old, my parents, John and Esmé Hatfield, accepted 

an invitation for a holiday, which would take them ‘North of the Border’. I suspect the couple who 

asked us had hoped that in accepting, we would bring with us their son George, who at that time 

resided in Leicester. 

George Anderson and my parents were members of the Leicester Caledonian Society 

Dance Team and initially, when George moved to Leicester, my parents took him under their wing. 

Later, he married Jean and they ran the Post Office for a few years in Huncote. After his parents 

passed away, he and Jean decided to return to his native Scotland, where they set up a Bread  and 

Breakfast establishment in Callander, called ‘White Shutters’. Sadly George passed away a few years 

ago but Jean still remains in Callander and we continue to exchange Christmas cards and letters. 

In those early days of the 1950’s, journeys to Scotland were long and tedious and 

therefore, were not tackled as often as they are today. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, George’s parents, 

lived in Alloa, Clackmannanshire and as our only mode of transport was an Austin ‘7’, of the ‘sit up 

and beg’ variety, the journey was indeed going to be somewhat arduous. Apparently, when we 

reached Syston, here in nearby Leicester, I asked if we were nearly there! 

Most of the memories of that trip were good although, I must confess, there were a couple 

of issues that I do not look back on with relish. The first was having to eat Scotch Broth, which, I 

must admit, I still dislike to this day and the other was having to wear a brown mottled pullover 

that Mrs. Anderson had kindly knitted for me, that was so tight round the neck it really hurt my 

ears every time I had to put it on and take it off. Isn’t it strange the things you remember as a 

child? 

However, on a more positive note, I do have some very pleasant reminiscences that 

instantly spring to mind. The purple heather on the hills, beyond the place we were staying was 

unforgettable and playing in the street with a local laddie, by the name of Davie Greg, was great 

fun. 

There were two very special and exciting trips out, whilst we were there, that I remember, 

even at the tender age of 3. 

One, was crossing the Forth Bridge by steam train, when I recall all the criss-cross girders 

that marred my view of the river below and this rekindles itself every time I watch the original 

version of the film ‘The 39 Steps’, when the train actually stops on the bridge. Strangely enough, I 

discovered recently that a friend of the family, who lives in Staffordshire, is in fact the Great 

Granddaughter of Sir John Fowler, who designed the Forth Bridge. Who would have thought that 

when I was crossing this magnificent feat of engineering, 56 years ago, I would later be friends 

with a member of the family who were responsible for producing one of Scotland’s most famous 

landmarks 

My second recollection was visiting the Wallace Monument, climbing up all the spiral 

steps and stopping in each room, en-route to the summit, to look at the various busts of famous 

people that were inset in niches in the wall. From memory, everything 

seemed very dark and the walls were 

black. 

Sadly, I have no photographic 

evidence of that memorable trip, all 

those years ago, so I am including 

these two pictures from post cards, 

which indeed capture the 

magnificence of both monuments 

perfectly and constantly remind me of 

that special holiday I will never forget. 

 

 

 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
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Condolences 
 

Our deepest sympathies go to members of Mr. John Quaig’s family. He passed away on the 26th January 
2011, with Leukaemia. He was a member of the Caledonian Pipe Band and as such he will be very much missed, he was 
very popular and was well known for his piping skills. He was cremated on Thursday 3rd February 2011, and a 
memorial service will be held at Queniborough in the near future, further information will be in the next bulletin. 

P.M.Moyce 
Editor  

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 

 

Congratulations 
 

These go to Mrs. Barbara Mackness on the birth of her second granddaughter 
Ava on the 12th December 2010, weighing in at 7lbs 11ozs. A Second Daughter for Lisa 
and Andy, and sister for Esme. I am sure the little girls will bring love and happiness to 
them all.  

Mrs. P. M. Moyce 
Editor 

 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 

 

SKITTLES NIGHT 
 

The Leicester Caledonian Society  
are holding a Skittles Evening On 

Friday 25th March 
At 

The Rose and Crown, Thurnby  
 

First Cheese away at 7.30pm 
Refreshments (a choice of menu) 

Raffle 
 

Tickets £8.50 and are available from 
Doris Buchanan 0116 2415857 
Or Alan Mouncer 0116 2713717 

Please book early to avoid disappointment 
 

 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
 

Leicester Caledonian Pipe Band Report 
 

Practice continues on Sundays with a good turnout of musicians. Eight members of the band played at their 

practice venue on New Year’s Eve and have been given free use of the venue for their sessions for the next year in 

recognition. They have recently played at a funeral and have many Burns’ Night engagements booked over the next few 

weeks. Two drummers now join the pipers regularly and two young cadets have shown an interest. 

Mr. Brad Yates 

Honorary Piper 

 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
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Burns Night 2011 
 

 Burns Night 2011 was celebrated by the Society and Birstall Golf Club on Friday 21st January, when just over a 
Hundred members and guests met at the clubhouse on Station Road, Birstall. 

The assembly was honoured by the presence of our incumbent president Mr Alan Mouncer and Five past 
presidents – Miss Roberta Cassie (1981–84):- Miss Elspeth Insch O.B.E. (1991–92):- Miss Fiona Henry (1995-97):- Mrs 
Phyl Moyce (1998-2004):- and Mr. Hugh Mackay (2005-10). 

All enjoyed a traditional dinner of Scotch broth, Dumfries Haggis, Tatties, Neeps and Raspberry Shortcake. 
Everyone had a dram of 12 years old Malt sponsored by Glenfiddich, 

The Haggis was piped in by Hon. Piper Mr. Brad Yates, borne by John Wight followed by Ian Barnes with the 
Usquebae and Andrew Kay with the Ian Insch Dirk, to be addressed in time honoured style by Hugh Mackay. 

We were entertained throughout the dinner with a grand selection of music by Peter Scatterty. 
After a reading of greetings from kindred societies by Hon. Secretary Margaret Spence, a presentation of our 

appreciation of service was made to the Bar and Catering Staff. 
Norman Abel, who styled himself “Acting, Temporary, Unpaid” Vice-president of the Golf Club proposed a toast 

to Leicester Caledonian Society, followed by Alan Mouncer, President of the Society, who proposed a toast to the Golf Club. 
Both expressed the hope that the collaboration between the Society and the Club to celebrate Burns Night, now Ten Years Old, 
would continue in future. Peter Walker, with his usual charm and wit, proposed a toast to The City of Leicester. 

The keynote speech of the evening was given by Sandy Aitken, Secretary of the Derby Scottish Association and 
Burns Club, who proposed a toast to The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns which was, as is traditional, honoured in silence. 

John Stacey spoke amusingly – “The difficulty of climbing a wall leaning towards you and of kissing a girl 
leaning away from you” was just one of his many quips – before inviting the gentlemen to raise a glass to the lassies. 

Eleanor Donaldson’s witty and well prepared Audience-Participation reply was very well received. 
After an interval, during which the tables were cleared from the dance floor, Peter Scatterty provided the music 

for dancing until Auld Lang Syne in the wee small hours. 
Andrew Kay 

Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              Miss Elspeth Insch O.B.E    Mr. Alan Mouncer    Dr. Hugh Mackay 

 

                     Mrs. Phyl Moyce        Mrs. Fiona Henry      Miss Rob Cassie 

               

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
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Sudoku Puzzle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
 

Braunstone Civic Centre - New Year Dance January 8th 2011. 
 

After the snowy conditions which prevailed earlier, we were thankful of a clear but 
cold night for our dance.  The music was provided by Phill Hall and 65 people were not cold for 
too long. !!!!!  

It was an excellent evening, thanks to Doris, who arranged a not too taxing 
programme and for Lynn and Colin for their hard work in laying out the bring and share supper 
and for providing tea and coffee at the interval. 

Thanks must also go to the people who decorated the hall and the mc’s who kept the 
programme to time. 

We look forward to seeing you all at our next dance in January 2012. 
Alan Mouncer 

President 
Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 
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Urquhart Castle 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The magnificently situated Urquhart Castle, on the banks of Loch Ness, remains an 
impressive stronghold despite its ruinous state. 

Once one of Scotland's largest castles, Urquhart's remains include a tower house that 
commands splendid views of the famous loch and Great Glen. 

Urquhart witnessed considerable conflict throughout its 500 years as a medieval fortress 
and its history from the 13th to 17th centuries was particularly bloody. Following Edward I's invasion, 
it fell into English hands and was then reclaimed and lost again. In the 14th century, it figured 
prominently in the Scots' struggle for independence and came under the control of Robert the Bruce 
after he became King of Scots. 

In the 15th and 16th centuries, the castle and glen were frequently raided from the west 
by the ambitious MacDonald Lords of the Isles. 

The castle's history and that of the noble families - Durward, MacDonald and Grant - who 
held it, is told in the exhibition and audio-visual display in the new visitor centre. The Centre features 
an outstanding array of medieval artefacts found at the castle. 

Visitors can relax in the cafe and visit the shop with its local crafts. The visitor centre contains 
retail, interpretation area, audio-visual presentation and tearoom and toilets on one level. Stunning 
views of the loch can be obtained from visitor centre veranda. 

 
 

More about Urquhart Castle 
 
•  The location - - - - - - strategically sited on a rocky promontory, with stunning views up and down 
Loch Ness. Postcode IV63 6XJ  
•  The Grant Tower  - - - - - - the views from the battlements should not be missed. 
•  The Urquhart Ewer and other artefacts - - - - - - -  recovered during excavations, this wonderful 
collection has   recently been brought back to Urquhart and forms part of the display in the visitor 
centre. 
 

If you are visiting Scotland, and are within travelling distance of North and Grampian 
region Urquhart Castle is well worth a visit. 
 

Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж Ж 

 


